Cases and Their Meanings

1. Nominative (F¥HT, “1*"’ case) = Grammatical Subject (with which verb always agrees)
a) Agent of active voice verb
@I TS | “The servant goes.”
2. Accusative (@T"I:\TIT, “2"” case) = Grammatical Object
a) Patient of an active voice verb
o JUIEENA | “The king remembers (his) servant.”
b) Goal of verb of motion
o T qed St | “The king goes to a (/the) mountain.”
c) Governed by the postpositions g, 3T, I, TQ:, S¥EA:, IRA:, Ui, fo T, ECIE
J -T?I\T Wmﬁﬂﬁ | “The king is standing in front of the servant.” Etc.
3. Instrumental (JMET, “3" case)
a) Instrument — “by / by means of / with”
o T g U |AMd | “The king steals wealth by means of (his) servants.”
b) Those who are accompanying one — “with / along with”
91 gEF (WE) TS | “The king goes wirh (his) servant.”
c) Cause — “on account of / due to / because of”
. & qA g @ AT | “Because of (his) servants, the king does not know misery.”
d) Agent with passive voice verb — “by”
« YW A A | “The village is abandoned by the servant.”
e) Adverb of manner —“x-ly”
e 99 ﬁ'@?l aEfd | “The king lives happily.”
f) With the indeclinables foe (“without”), AAH_/ FdH (“enough of”)
. @ %dH | “Enough of servants.”
4. Dative (I3, “4™ case)
a) Recipient / Indirect Object — “to”
91 EEE Fk F=30d | “The king gives gold fo the servant.”
b) Purpose of action — “for / for the sake of”
« T9: §@E I =31 | “The king goes to the forest for happiness.”
c¢) Goal of verb of motion — “to / toward”
« 91 FE TS | “The king goes to the forest.”



Cases and Their Meanings

*  With verbs and indeclinables implying a similar kind of directionality:
«  “to be angry at,” FIFA (4P) — 91 gEE FAM | “The king is angry at (his) servant.”
*  “to long for,” ¥ TQEA(d (10P) — A¥: G@™ Tgedld | “Man longs for happiness.”
*  “to be pleasing fo0,” &9 {=9d (1A) — Feleh g TFd | “Gold is pleasing fo a servant.”
* “salutation to,” «THH — I «H: | “Salutations fo the king.”
«  “hail 10,” TR — JAA @A | “Hail o the king.”
* “sufficient / a match for,” 3AH — SIS T TS, | “A jackal is no match for an
elephant.”
5. Ablative (F=HI, “5™ case)
a) Source, the point from which the action begins or operates — “from”
« 91 I T4 TS0 | “The king goes from the village to the forest.”
b) Cause or reason — “on account of, due to, because of”
o qu 3:91d 3E Q?{'I%I | “The king strikes the servant because of (his) misery.”
c) Governed by the indeclinables ST, l3Ic§'§l'l=[(“bef0re, to the east of”), SAA«IH (“after”), =T
(since, until), GIER (“outside of”), d (“except, apart from), fore T (without)
« g OG99 Wi | “The forest is east of the village.”
6. Genitive (T8, “6™ case)
a) The Possessor — “(x)’s / of / belonging to”
T8 9% I 9 | “] see the king s servant.”
* which, with the verb, “to be/exist,” = “to have”; i.e., X exists of Y =Y has X
¢ 9 &% WA | “Gold exists of the king” = “The king has gold.”
b) Governed by the indeclinables SR (“above”), 34: (“below”), IA: (“in front of”), I
(“behind”), Ta: (“beyond”), 31T / FHFH_ (“in the presence of”), Fd (“for the sake of),
T (“in the vicinity of, near’)
o T JE YR 3@ | “The moon is above the tree.”
7. Locative (T8I, “7™ case)
a) Space / time location — “in, on, at, upon, throughout”
« W S| FAIAM | “The horse falls into the well.”
b) The group from which something is specificied — “among”
5y THI TSTAH A | “Among boys, Rama is the strongest.”

c) The target/reference point of the action — “with respect to, concerning, about, for”
* S ‘ﬁl agid | “The father is speaking about (his) son.”

d) The object of affection — “for”
o Sldh: ‘ﬁl Re@fd | “The father feels affection for (his) son.”



